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Janine G. Gibson

Thank you for your service on-this commission and-for the opportunity to speak with you a@@%@_ !
direct experiences living and working with water in Springfield,.and Hanover and with the team. %’?'Sed-ré&- _
members of Sio Silica as a commuinity resident. | am serving as the Secretary of Our Liné in the Sand.. i
Manitoba but am speaking to you tonight from my personal perspéctive only, hot on behalf of our group. :

By way of introduction, | am a mother, grandmather and-auntie and have helped noutish many children
to adulthood, and garden/crops to harvest, while assisting neighbours to do the same, personally, and
professionally.

| have served as an agricultural consultant across Notth America for thirty-years through my business
Creative Health Consulting, after studying Human-Ecology at the U of M and Psychology at the U-of WPG.
I'am trained in environmental Risk Assessment as a Verification Officer, accredited by-the International
Organic Inspectors-Association. O_rg_anic.Production Standards and any resul'ting_'producﬁon plans hoping
1o meet the standards, must be baSed on‘the Precautionary Principle, requiring safety be pro_\qen"f_or_al]
inputs and pracesses allowed. | verify as an independent third-party auditor, that management systems
are using their Standard Operating Procedures {SOPs) as desctibed or my réports list where they are not
protecting their Critical Control Points, organic or otherwise and so creating risk for organic integrity.
Humans:don’t always do what they say they plan to'do. Striving for integrity , and assisting others in the
process is why | have a career. | am profoundly grateful to live on this sacred land in this blessed
provinge.

My home and office are on our co-op forest/farm, on a gravel ridge 17 km south of Steinbach here in
Hanover. My co op neighbours and myself maintain 8 wells on our 240-acre parcel, 7 2030 ft sand
points and one ~380 ft hard water well into the carbonite aquifer, | have counted 72 intenisive livestock
operations within a 5-mile radius of our farm. Because of this | have-worked with neighbaours on a
committee-we call the Pansy Groundwater Committee, since 2002 striving to preserve groundwater
purity.

| was raised just off Sapton Road North of Oakbank on a sandy ritlge. My parents purchased a bankrupt
broiler production facility in 1966 and turned it into a horse barn and riding arena for my family’s love of
horses. We had constant water issues. What'-appeared to be orange acid drainage in the water, ate
through plumbing parts regularly. Was:it pyrite in the sand reacting to-axygen? Constant maintenance of
the plumbing forthe house and-barn and-well was required to keep water' running. Much-water
treatment was required for it to be drinking quality for us:and our livestock. Still our water glasses and
tru'ug'h bottams would fill with orange iron precipitate.

That lived experience of the stress of maintaining the plumbing, holding the-flashlight so-often for my
younger, then smaller brothers to sgueeze down into the well, to conduct maintenance, is probably a
contributing factor-as to why | do not take water for granted. We chose to live very simply with walking.
water instead of running water, at.our co-op cabins. The water here from most-of our wells, also leaves
arange particulate when it settles.

In my role as an Organic Verification Officer, | have reviewed water test results for potability for livestock
and use in irrigation across Springfield and several of the concerned municipalities participating in these



Hearings. | have signed confidentiality statements so | can only make general statements. | have seen a
range of high arsenic levels across Sp_rin_gﬁeld operations, levels near the aliowable potability limits for
livestock, in the yearly tests reviewed during my annual-audits. Seme facilities have not maintained
organic certification, with water issues involved due to heavy metals, Organic livestock standards require
yearly testing for'quality parameters. Some areas of these municipalities show the heavy metal levels in
the test results are higher than others in this same general region. An anecdotal theary based on my
observations of these test.results and:their respective operations is that the arsenic levels appear to be
connected to various amounts of heavy metal leaching rock, reacting to disturbance.

In the Spring of 2019, some colleagues in Springfield told me a commonly used hiking wilderness area
just south of Vivian had changed handsand now had piles of uncovered silica, over which kids were
riding their bikes. See Attachment A: Bike Tracks in Silica Pile. | was asked to assist in protecting
neighbours in Vivian from the silicosis which even minute exposure to-small silica particles can cause. |
attended the piles in the two Vivian locations, 42053 Centreline Road and seeing no signage at afl, in an
area | could sée had public access, 1 examined the areas, test wells and piles of silica. closely.

| was asked to speak ol CIOB with Mr. Bulfen:about the Proposed CanWhite Sands, now Sio Silica Mining
Project. 1asked M. Bullen directly on radio, why if they wanted to be responsible neighbours as he said,
had they not erected barriers to prevent access to the potentially dangerous silica piles? Silicosis is-a real
thing. When handling it, preventative controls needs to be in place. He reported they had installed a
gate, but it had been stolen by vandals. He stated the piles were covered but the wind had blown the
tarps off.

InJune 2019, | spent some time at the approaches to both properties { no signs visible anywhere) where
the piles were located, and neither showed any ground disturbance for any gate posts installed or
removed. Did they install a gate that hovered in the air? None of the pile ground area had any indication
-of any tarping structure or wind blown tarp remnants. [t did riot appear any spring clean up had been
conducted given the debris observed, but no wind torn tarps or remnants of any kind were seen.

As there was no signage on the property which appeared freely open to'the public, and:as | am trained in
soil and tissue sampling procedures, including maintaining chain of custedy forms, | offered to collect
sand samples from the silica piles in June 2020. Our hypothesis was that given our experience with wells
and sand in the general area, the sand would not be as pure as CanWhite/Sio claiims, Ourtheory was
that it would likely require cleaning which results in‘acid drainage, to be pure enough for technical glass
production. We were familiar with the damage left on Black Island for the Hollow Water First Nation.

See Attachments B- ALS Global Chain of Custody Sample Form, Attachment C- ALS Silica Test Results.

| attended 42053 Centreline Road silica piles (still with no-property signage) with Mr. Dennis LeNeveu
and others to collect a-variety of sand samples, which we photographed during the collection process
and labeled on site with chain of Custody paperwork completed for ALS Labs. The samples were seated
with tape signed with time and date and remained in my custody alone, until sent by me via UPS to ALS
Global Labs in Vancouver once ALS Labs determined where the analysis would best be conducted.

See Attachments D, E, F, G -Photos of the sand samples, samplihg through a fresh sand hole, sample for
size grading and oolite purple share sample found on surface..

Thie-lab test results indicated the purity results were lower than the test results published by CanWhite.




This lower purity would caiise more expense envirohmentally and fiscally to address. The public costs
would likely far outweigh any private benefits. There is no margin for risk in.our drinking water. Mined.
areas are never successfully remediated. Mining is one of our most environmentally damaging activities
which needs greater accountability.

With the best of intentions, 1 like all humans make mistakes, occasionally serious mistakes which [ strive
to immediately rectify. The most charitable interpretation { can infer is that SIO has made serious
mistakes in providing information to citizens.

It s hubris to think such a complex proposal involving so many variables as.this silica_r_hining-propo'sal in
our drinking water, will not show us the gaps existing between theory and practise in the natural world,

Our agriculture and communities can not afford this gamble. Aquifers CAN. Not BE Remediated once
water quality is degraded! Corporate maleficence must be preverited.

The SioSilica team are asking for the-public trust with our drinking water. To quote ‘Maya Angelou,
“When someone shows you wha they are, believe them”. Actual interactions with myseif as a
concerned neighbour by Sio staff, have lacked respect and honest engagement. Forgiving human
mistakes is different than indulging corporate gréenwashing of a risky experiment with potentially
devastating, irreversible consequences.

My direct experience of Sio financed ads about sharing citizen science, called spreading misinformation,
of concerned neighbours asking for accountability, being called thieves and vandals, of the public media
greenwashing of a dangerous corporate profit at public expense experiment, makes me wonder at the
variety in world views we see around us today. | pray for compassion.

Why is it when we destroy Creation, God’s creatien, it is calléd Progress, but when one destroys what’
man makes:it is called vandalism?-

Are we ready 10 see we are part of Creation, part.of our environment not separate from.it, that what we
do to our water; to our environment we do to ourselves, our children and grandchildren, in fact to-all our
relations?

The discoveries-of guantum physics have moved us away fromi the aversimplification of Newtonian
physics most in‘these Hearings were taught, where we can chop up reality and think we can see the
whole by analyzing isolatéd parts, We now need to see‘the inté_gra_te_d whole of both our natural reality
and any development proposal including lang term impacts of our choices when we choose to five with
integrity and responsibility. This means moving,away from an extractive economy to resilient, sustainable
choices.

The current Sio project proposal can not be assessed for safety with the existing gaps in the data
provided. This proposal is too high risk.. The Sio Silica team does not have public confidence in trusting
the integrity of their theoretical rhodels of their follow through on monitoring or capacity for
remediation.

Further to that, it is a demonstration of current provincial government regulatory capture that this highly
risky venture has proceeded to this level of consideration at all.

Thank you for your consideration of these coneerns and foryour time and attention.



AttachmentsA - G

Attachment A: Photo Bike Tracks in silica pile, afl photos used with permiission.
Attachment B: ALS LABS Silica Sample Submittal. {Chain of Custody Form)
Attachment C: ALS LABS Global Sand Sample Analysis

Attachment D: Photos'Sand Sampling Vivian

Attachment E: Photo Sampling through Sand Hole Vivian

Attachment F: Sand Sample for Size Grading

Attachment G: Oolite Sample from Vivian, (purple shale, showing Iabeiing-}










(ALS) Minerals

Company Name:

Submitted by:

Our Line in the Sand

Internal Use Only

Janine G. Gibson

Date Received:

Telephone: 204-434-6018 Client Code:
Courier/Waybill: Workorder No:
# Containers: 2 Quote:
Date Shipped: June 25th, 2020 Template:

0 Number: 062520 k
© _/ J
Qandarcl Project:
Commaodity: Sand, 2 samples-#4 and #7 [l ore [7race  [Potentially Hazardous Materials
Special Instructions: Sample 4 ABA PKG 05; Sample 7 ME-MS61
T Rock [Jpulp [1Percussion

' [ soil [Jsediment  [Drill Core Other

Results to Sample Return
Name: Janine G. Gibson Invoice Pulps Rejects

Email: creativehealthconsulting@gmail.com I:l Certificate [] Return after analysis [_] Return after analysis
Address: PO Box 689, Station Main [] ac certificate [] Return after 90 days [] Return after 45 days
City: Steinbach State: MB Data File Discard [+ piscard
Country:  Canada Zip: R5G 1M5 (] webtrieve Only [] raid storage [[] paid storage

Failure to indicate pulp & reject disposition will be

considered as paid storage.

Copy to [] webtrieve Only Return Address:
Name: Dennis Leneveu L] Certificate
Email: Denmorley@gmail.com Data File
Copy to [] webtrieve Only Qttention: )
Name: [ certificate /
Email: Data File

Authorized By:

*All shipments received are subject to inspection upon layout; all services are rendered in accordance with

ALS Minerals Terms & Conditions (see the current Schedule of Services & Fees).

Samples ID's Sample Preparation . Check here for
Quamity Req“ired (Elnamerf::I :rlrﬂt:trl:‘l::l Code) Rush
Start No. Finish No. (Prep Code} Premium Service
#4 sand 200 grams
#7 sand 200 grams
Total Samples 400

www.alsglobal.com 17302013

Sample Submittal Form Version 7.1
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