


aquifer was not assessed. There are significant concerns about subsidence and
sinkholes developing as a result.  Potential hydrogeological impacts from subsurface
geotechnical failures of the shale aquitard were also not assessed.

Sixth, sterilization of injected process water into the aquifer is a major component
pivotal to the project that should have been thoroughly proven prior to beginning the
licensing process.  It “remains at a conceptual stage” with no sufficient information
available.  This is a serious flaw in the project that is particularly distressing given the
need to protect local and regional groundwater resources. This gives us as area
residents no certainty that our water will remain safe. There will be no alternative
water sources for the community in the event that there is significant contamination.

Seventh, potential water contamination is not the only concern. Even if the water
remains potable following extraction, and reinjection, the sterilization process of the
water will cause irreparable damage to the microbiological ecosystems of the
aquafers. Sterilization in conjunction with removal of silica will have disastrous
consequences on water PH, and healthy microbiology that feeds other ecosystems
within and outside of the aquafers. The impact of sterilization on the ecosystems has
not been adequately addressed. 

Water is our most precious resource. The Carbonate and Sandstone aquifers are
valued and should not be put at risk from the proposed project.  These freshwater
aquifers are critical drinking water source for southern and Interlake regions and must
be protected. 

This proposal has attracted the attention of thousands of Manitobans who are
opposed to putting aquifers at risk. 
In light of my concerns, I urge the Commission to strongly recommend denying the
licensing of the project.
Sincerely,




