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Hutterite colony to farm over 15,000 chickens plus manufacturing operation

Commercial fishers and environmental
organizations raise pollution concerns

By Patricia Barrett

A new Hutterite colony that will be
established on the Armstrong-Gimli
municipal border intends to farm over
15,000 chickens, an unspecified num-
ber of cattle and sheep and set up a
manufacturing operation to make hog
barn parts.

Members of the Crystal Spring Hut-
terite Colony from Ste. Agathe ap-
peared as a delegation at the RM of
Armstrong’s regular council meeting
Feb. 11 to discuss plans for land they
had purchased (Section 28-18-3E)
on the west side of Road 15E, which
forms the border between the two
municipalities.

Willow Creek, or its tributaries, runs
through the Hutterite-owned land
and along Road 107N. It flows east,
emptying into Lake Winnipeg be-
tween the Siglavik and Miklavik sub-
divisions in the RM of Gimli.

The meeting drew residents from
both Armstrong and Gimli, Lake
Winnipeg commercial fishers and
representatives from the People for

Edward Kleinsasser o
spring colony.

Crystal

the Preservation of the Willow Island
Coastal Wetlands (P4P), the Coalition
to Save Lake Winnipeg (Coalition)
and the Gimli Environmental Advi-
sory Committee.

“For the chickens, we're talking of,
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Armstrong residents Joe and Steve with Lake Winnipeg commercial
fisher Bill Buckels (middle) have concerns about the colony operation.

say, a round number of 15,000 layers
— that's selling eggs. And then the
broilers — meat chickens,” said Ed-
ward Kleinsasser, who was joined by
fellow colony members David Klein-
sasser and Jerry Waldner. Kleinsasser
didn't say how many “meat” chickens
would be raised.

When asked by Coun. Adam Kro-
chenski how many cattle and sheep

would be farmed, Kleinsasser didn't
have a number.

“Tt's kind of a hobby farm at this
point in S5t. Agathe,” said Kleinsasser.
“But here, because the possibility is
here, we have more bush and pasture
... s0 | wouldn't be surprised if we go
more into that.”

Continued on page 13
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